Dear Sylvia, 10/16/72 

Your note of the 12th, enclosing- a xerox: of yout letter of the 10th, reached me as 1 
was leaving twon for an unhappy occasion, the unveoling of my step-father's tombstone, i'he 
driving was 250 rules. During most of it, both ways, your letter was on my mind fly wife 
read it to me as we left the post office. 

You. sit the tome at the outset, saying I "no doubt" had "some reason" for the note on 
the nevelope ^exhortation") telling you not to worry. What you had said of the terror 
with which you greeted my letters of the past, leaving some lay unopened for a while, and 
that Jerry had told me of your emotional as well as physical collapse, prompted he to 
tell you on the envelope that it contained no fecrimination. 

Xou wasted little time asking for it. However, that is not my purpose. I respond 
in ediately for the reason I had seen silent so long, because your letter fortifies my 
concern for your health. Until recently I would have considered it impossible for you to 
put your name to such a thing or to use your mind in this way. file fact is, I do not think 
this is the product of that fine mind. 

Ho sa Huy not so long ago persuaded a number of youthfil blacks whose lives had been 
of denial to write essays on their yearnings. Rosa titled the book, IDSIcQs Children of 
"onging. I tningx wj^ar^of longing, ana sometimes children, too. Our longings replace 
every intellectual KgpxxM jy wery logical reaction, every rational thought. This longing 
becomes a thing unto itself, ana it justifies the unjustifiable. It leads people ordinarily 
incapable of it to ethical and moral debasement promptly labelled principle, to the invention 
citrons that no less immediately and certainly are alchemized into unquestionable fact, 
ihere is nothing not fitting and proper when this longing is pursued, nor is there any 
res3on 01 tne past that can deter it. The past if for San&ayana to write about, not for the 
reliving ox those who can t learn from it. it is hardly a step for the innocent to become 
the guolty, the victim the aggressor. All of this is labelled purity, as you know* 

Ay concern for what withdrawal from the prescription of 20 years could cause you was 
enougn for me to read a book on the subgegt, to send Howard excerpts so he could understand 
and, if you were in touch with him, be guided thereby. Although we spoke last night, I did 
not ask bin ana he aid not volunteeE, for he also had. received your letter and asked me if 
I had. he had, as I recall, just gotten it, having just gone for his mail. I was and I 
remain concerned, tie live in w world in which it is not healthy not to have emotional 
px-oblems, for to be without them is to be indifferent to unspeakable evil, to be unmoved 
by the greastest and most permeating corruption. 

. ^ ou ^ay n °”t now and may not they have believed them genuine, but you got my letters to 
ned at the tine ne slit my throuat, or tried. You found some intolerable. But you do know 
that I kex tried to caution him to put his head together. You know that whether or not you 
then considered me sincere, Bed was not the only case, and in at least one and I thank more 
you formed an independent assessment that is not far from mine. It was not long before all 
of you shared lled's lust, became his partner, hid his shonanggans because they suited your 
prejudices, hates and preconceptions, none tainted by fact, and, of course, with no more 
serious crime than that of silence you were all in your own eyes innocent. 

when I founu j£ou unresponsive to an invitation to think, I could not avpid the conclusion 
that you simply would not. it is and could not have been that you couldn't. Only that you 
wouldn t. If you were not alone , that is immaterial. This meant only that you and others 
shared- xrustrations and lusts, not mental incapacity, you least of all. 

I could not Dut wonder if this subconscious and so atypical a posture for you did not 
kuve a synergistic eneco on cne wiundrawal and thaz which led to the need for the medicine. 
So, belxve me or not, I was deeply disturbed about your health. If this letter convinces me 
the fear was justified, it will also be my last effort to get you to make the effort to 
heax yourself. Such tuings are always unwelcome, merely get distorted by those 1 would like 
go who find this their escape, and xwiefule the emotions not really hidden, hot by you, 

for example, despite the seeming efxort, from tho time I first took Epstein apart (l remind 
you ona. this knowledge did not discourage me from making the offers I made to you, did not 
keep me from sending you what I did, did not prevent the repetition of invitations to come 
Ler^- ana see everything have. This is known in some circles as my paranoia.) 

ihere is litzle in your letter to Ed that stays in touch with reality'. I will not take 
cime ior all 01 it. I will, having, ju^t come home, take time for what I think should be 
enough ix you are willing or able to try and plumb that tremenduous mind of yours. 
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-■arly in my tne course of my illness... A learned fcck from Cyril V/echt that lie had 
finally received a go-ahead from Burke Marshall . " Wrong. We all knew it much earlier, first 
tnat he would, then that he had. ./hat hadn't been set as of the tine of your illness is 
the date. 

t "i did not uisclose to Wecht at that time the serious degree of ay disability...." You 
ditin t, nave to. . t was done promptly for you. He was never without the knowledge, ask Jerry, 
nonetheless he "virtually suspected that I had been ' reached ' by the CIA..."? Naturally, 
as you say, anyone who would not become part of his self-aggramdizenent had to be CIA. This 
makes a white knight of Harrison. 

Bn.,, rfJEKSk "to discuss all aspects and implications of his opportunity to inspect 
Jie autopsy material^ was the purpose of the proposed convocation of tge learned. That is 
tne one formulation I never heard. And if he was going in to see and come aut and report 
what he saw, and nothing else, I have yet to be told what "backgrounding" was required, 
lor propaganda, perhaps, out nou for "pure" sicience. 

There follows what is rather poorly disguised, "there ensued a series of bitter accusations 
and quarrels among v.K crifics, some of whom regarded v/echt as 'the enemy' (you do know your 
(ramson, dear Bylvia!j and therefore refused him their cooperation". (That "others" couldd 
ury him under an avalanche of facts of figures" is hardly an endorsement ,of his knowledge 
or competence or suitability for the task others though he would perform. That immediately 
loiiows.; XOU are toalking of me alobe, and with deliberate falsity. T 0 this day I never 
re! used him what you call "cooperation", i said two tilings: that I did not consider my 
association with it would mqkke right out of wrong; and that I could not make a final 
a e ci sion mini I knew all the circumstances. * either Howard nor I would have anything to 
do with wnat you pretend was non-existent but was to your knowledge the reality, for you 
tola ayril to break it o ff, something he never did, the CTIA insanity. Whether you believe 
i or not, ana Howard qas present, i directed Hraham to Wecht with a big buildup. I sranraw 
gave aim all Cyril's phones ana went farthur, offered to background him. 

Buo remember you write tins after you knew he labelled Oswald at least one killer, 
aepenaing on the story two. As you found this tolerable in Epstein, aver whose work you 
swoonea, you forget it here, among tne many, thing you pretend did not happen to this point 
m your selfO justification guised as "information" 

'Seldom have I witnesses such a display of hysteria, pettiness and pomposity - 
such juvenile self-righteousps f or such mutual malice." I take the conclusion to be the 
assumption, of a modicum you. But regardlessof whether of not this is a 

decent, fair or any other kind of representation, you say this after the record is made. 

High, ana wrong judgement have been delineated, Sylvia, This is not the fiction you would 
have. willed into reality now, this is after it all came to pass. One position was validated, 

0 e invalidated; one prediction did come to pass, with accuracy the likes of which I'd 

i° come a rival to. So, who was hysterical, petty, pompous, juvenile, self-righteous, malicious? 

x, ! r L WaB ’ indeed ’ peate,- sanity in the psychiatric ward". But who was insane? I s it 
now that the one proven right by events become wrong, insane and all the other things? 
araotescue behavior" indeed! Whose? Tljose who said what they had to say and fell sclent 

01 those who further buried truth and reality? 

xwx ff f f aord * V/e d0 have fact, established fact. ’Why all this nonsense 

y*? 1 ' , aedp deneaa y° u? y° u 'thing there is any one who reads your letter who 

toctay aoes 9.0 1 xenow these things? 

. Jraham^s story was ? a self-fulfilljjg prophecy". Ho, dear girl, it is a you and a 
Eyril ana a terry and a ^ary and a Lifton and a N e d and a CTL^fulfilled prophecy. Only 
_ne person predictea it, including to ^raham, who denied his story would take such form, 
ere indeed it is sot forth that to be right is to be wrong! That you were shocked by the 
storj, at that xate date is not naivete hpt closed eyes arid closed mind. You knew 
c^ou 6 h about nim knew he had an inside and what woula happen had been spelled out pretty well. 
Ton were a lusty, vocal part of the preparation, dragooning all you could into it. 

-nd „ 7 ° U u ' W f Cilt WaSU t a , ' Crea y ure of the " CTIA is is because you wouldn t listen 
f.J? not wnat re allJ happened, t dia ana they take full credit. He is wmfchhait 

rSv n’ + ? ll y Q{ : IUal ff the laCt i6 ‘ that tlle last time 1 was in Bud's office, then on 
-■W am, too just happened to be a conversation between *mith and weeht's secretary 
that Jerry callea eavesdropping becuase I was there! 

see mmis»£2twj?ssBi a? to 



Cvr il^vL^L^Tn S rr i SOn ’ 30 i e \ S a lunatic - but as 1 <*<*, you likQd and respected 
J. •' ou, v not t0 ue » ne was n ot a lunatic when he said exactly ehat to you make 

&arrl "° n oue * Y °^ passion is subdued, but that makes it no less farout. ‘ 

ine re st Ok this was not disclosed to vou tor the fir^t firm h- c- oo-f- ™ ^ ♦ 
pontif 1 cations o There is nothing new in them. ’ * ' “ ““ " ^ " 

^ iS nSW t0 IHG ±S this description of t..e Lifton you last described to me as the 
vxlest creature ever created:". . .to hear from a collea-ue that a critic who wY 

crossed the continent to give Wecht ’ - ■ — ° t-iat a crime who nad 


T - s>. , . - the ehenfit of his wisdom and advice..." This i» 

"XY" f U deSC f LbeQ t0 mS aS a ravln S Eaniac - Suddenly the manics only can ™ 
aavxce", and they alone have "wisdom". ^ 


It is no less that 


m 


.sdom" to "resign oursleves to the fact (ugh!) that the autopsy 

no OAnrt r.‘ _i> _ 


photos and k-rays support the conclusions" of the W.i c 

,■> .,'f he t e tnea f°li°ws excuse for what can never be excused, least of all in one from 
5 11 3 f 13 ? 1 ^ 11 * 181 . talking about what he doesn Q t know about. 

„_ v - u ' t ° f Mg J eal is it is a "forensic pathologist" speaks out bluntly and other 

i 3 ?; ealoaecan profit iroma it. lou and I can t. 3 0 what makes it so special is he did 
any ? iXLn ® of “S-s ovai to say? He ig great and you are not? Nichols do -n’t ’ 

YYh 13 eS °: S1Ck Ms own W m ad, but he had doe what Cyril would never "do, 

un. he has spent money. Cyril spends his time making it, not spending it. 

4. * Please tell me wnat Curil has contributed with all that jazz about giving "hi- 

rSLS hl^Sm t 3 !, £ V£ri ° UG m Criti f " ? ^ Personal experinece is that he took only. He 
to Y Y expertise as a witness in court after promising- it. Stoo pretending 
to yourself, because almost all the others know better. pretending 

, ’' S ? rite . t,ha “ ue has lone v; - na ' t the whim of the moment leads you to. Others need no 
explanations tee and does it**. any difference „hyi Is not rt.t’h. «i enoS? 

linreri,: ^SdSentC “ *“*«• tnrn-atont". But tins » the 

I /£vf P 0f ^ 0ng st£ndin S, that some trivial news story would do the trick 

f“2,rrir "**»■“* *«> «* *** ^ ^ f 

dSS T^- tf 48 “ ae “ -oo* Political circlSe. ditto. 

0 uelude myselx, so 1 oecome villainous. You refine to learn from a clear hi-trov 

5. • n0t - justifies ail tilt L£2L u!2’ 

wane, ike helm, i or openers, on what the record should have told you. 

1 „Y® baa 1 an °PP° rtui ‘^ty to reverse events" (l'm ignoring what you lined through, but 

£f iS iro£eS; d^ 1 T i™*" ^ & oppoirtinity to do that in a 

You here ’kid only yourself. B ° W ’ WGPe better » ^nd vjit hout exception you would not. 

, iae f® arc °^ ;Gr thin £ s to which I could address myself. I do not. % purpose is to 
feed °t f£? PCn Y gl ° ri ° US 1311:1(1 t0 the reality, for it will not be well££long as you 

0 £ SraS Sd t£ e ; t Sf cSns/l^^his, 

-*# SI- --nftSt ”^“d“ 

Q ; a wh ^ h f /ou do again the fine work you have and of which vou are capable TtLk 

lifr\ra2c£S P Sc SV- ie COnd if° nS ° f y0Ur life 311(1 the* corruption of the National 
» Si- airy, make tl^t impossible, i am concerned about you, more when mu do not 

S4? — - “ “ & SHt 

ais- „t lsr^£?£rt io '° m ^ oS ° Sf ^ ■xt^ s i go^tis-^s o ^o^^s.r o s^^^ : t £6^^ e 

js-3 5 & 

as«cf if ZtZ 01 ff truti ° r roolity - ,ih8 ™ is ao Justification *2?* 

I'VC k re T f;ri«r b r„n e t **"«"««**»* “ ^ «H. 

ormir) +-~„ a. t , ! . a ? re tty bad oiiu to. we all nave. He all will. If Jesus 

°cllf concept: “»! twf %«*. “ d ttot >» «**»' not even Sylka sf P cp a hitT 

r ' - tiini,,^. „ n o-t T ;rieming yeyj . they do. not exist, relieve 


seif gggjn!. 


8 Orf°^ 0 X pu| n ^t 1: 'anofE6r I wsyf B ^T§Mr 0 ^is ll ^Ga8 ' wei^^oJf yS^M^fI lf! 36 yOU1 ’- 


wish you the best, and 


do not expect an answer, wot debating points, thought. 



